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Child Inclusive Practice Forum Melbourne 2009

Farida Lang and Bohdanka Vagner Child Consultants and Family Dispute Resolution Practitioners from Midland Family Relationship Centre, presented at the Second Annual Child Inclusive Practice Forum in Melbourne on the 27 and 28 October 2009. Centrecare was one of the principal sponsors of the Forum. Child Consultants, as well as practitioners from around Australia, attended the Forum to highlight child inclusive practice in Family Relationship Centres and family dispute resolution. 

The Forum was opened by Dr. Jennifer McIntosh, who presented her latest research findings. Farida and Bohdanka, from Centrecare, presented a paper on assessing parental capacity .The feedback was very positive and they were able to share their mapping and assessment tool and elaborated on how Midland Family Relationship Centre engages parents and builds capacity in preparation for child inclusive practice. Other agencies also shared their practice models and gave case examples of child inclusive work. The first day of the seminar was concluded with a panel discussion consisting of Jenn McIntosh, Francesca Gerner and Anthony Grimes, both highly experienced family service practitioners. Questions were answered regarding practice parameters, ethical issues around consent from parents, screening and assessment and the importance of professional feedback to parents

The second day of the Forum saw a presentation from Bill Hewlett a trainer and practitioner from Relationships Australia in NSW. Bill spoke about the connection between people’s attachment strategies (interpersonal coping styles) and the ongoing conflict it may cause between parents. He also elaborated on strategies that he uses in Family Dispute Resolution to work through these issues and create alliance between parents.  

Sunshine Family Relationship Centre presented a workshop on “Experiences of working with diverse communities” and the importance of employing practitioners from diverse backgrounds as well as enabling assistance through outreach to various communities.

Nicola Mason, child consultant at Hobart Family Relationship Centre, facilitated a session on the importance of feedback to parents after the child consultation. Challenging case studies were presented and discussed. 
Two concurrent sessions took place in the afternoon; Bill Hewlett for family dispute resolution practitioners and the second for child consultants. The child consultant session was facilitated by Midland Family Relationship Centre child consultants and focused on practice parameters, tools and resources, experiences and case studies. The session was concluded with a DVD from the UK’s Children and Family Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass) which highlighted a consultation with over 200 children and young people 
concerning their experiences of being involved in the family law system in the UK. The DVD inspired participants on how we can learn from such large scale consultation exercises with young service users.

Please feel free to contact us for any further information regarding Power Points and other research from the Forum.
Bohdanka Vagner and Farida Lang
Child Consultants
Midland Family Relationship Centre

08 9436 0600
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