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CEOs from 50 homelessness agencies appeal to Scott Morrison to
end funding uncertainty in open letter

In an unprecedented move, CEOs of more than 50 homelessness agencies and social welfare
bodies have united to warn the Federal Government that thousands of vulnerable people could be
thrown into homelessness if national homelessness funding is allowed to expire.

A jointly signed open letter to Federal Minister for Social Services, Scott Morrison from the CEOs of
more than 50 services including Homelessness Australia, The Salvation Army, St Vincent de Paul
Society, Mission Australia and ACOSS appeals to the Federal Government to end the uncertainty
surrounding the National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness (NPAH), which expires on 30
June 2015.

The $115 annual Federal NPAH investment funds hundreds of homelessness services nationally to
provide programs to women and children affected by family violence, rough sleepers, young people
leaving state care and those at risk of homelessness.

The NPAH was previously funded as a four-year agreement, but over the last two years the funding
has been extended 12 months at a time.

“It’s like groundhog day for these services — as with the past three years, this short-term funding
cycle makes it impossible for services to forward plan, and results in services having to turn away
clients from programs with long-term delivery. The Street-to-Home programs in Melbourne, Sydney
and Brisbane are a perfect example of an NPAH funded program that uses long-term support to help
rough sleepers get into housing and provide extended support to address their problems,” said
Glenda Stevens CEO of the national peak body, Homelessness Australia.

“We’d like to see the funding return to a four-year cycle,” said Ms Stevens. “As well as the tens of
thousands of clients affected, thousands of homelessness workers are in limbo whilst they await the
outcome of the NPAH funding,” said Ms Stevens.

“Services aren’t able to negotiate new contracts with staff until the funding is confirmed, and are
required to give three months notice of termination,” she said.

Nationally, specialist homelessness services agencies provided support to an estimated 254,000
people in 2013-14", with approximately 80,000 of these through NPAH funded programs.’

Interview opportunities: Catherine Adcock ph 0423 770 294

e Glenda Stevens, CEO, Homelessness Australia ph 0405 900 360
e Clients from homelessness programs funded by the NPAH
e CEOs from homelessness agencies that will be forced to rollback services if the NPAH is cut

! 2014, AIHW, Specialist Homelessness Services 2013-14
% Calculated by Mission Australia, 2014




The Hon Scott Morrison, MP
Minister for Social Services

PO Box 6022

House of Representatives
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600

CC: The Hon Tony Abbott MP, Prime Minister
9 February 2015

Dear Minister Morrison,

Re: You do your budget planning on a four-yearly cycle; please let us do the same.

We know that the Federal Government cares about ending homelessness; the $116 million investment in the
National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness (NPAH) is evidence of that.

The annual suspense as we await confirmation that the NPAH funding will be extended for a further 12 months leaves our clients
and workforce anxious, and our homelessness services hamstrung. This year is the third year in a row that homelessness services

have been on tenterhooks as to whether we can continue our work.

We cannot negotiate with our staff whose contracts soon expire. We cannot tell clients that the programs they have relied on will
continue. We must carefully deliberate whether to accept new clients into those programs which have a long-term delivery model.

Women and children fleeing domestic violence, young people who can't stay with their families and long-term rough sleepers looking
for a bed for the night are all affected by the lack of certainty that a one-year funding cycle creates.

You do your budget planning on a four-yearly cycle; please let us do the same. Please commit to a four-year
National Homelessness Partnership Agreement and give homelessness services the certainty we need to deliver housing and
support to vulnerable people.

Yours sincerely
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Glenda Stevens, CEO, Homelessness Australia

Vicki Lachlan & Maria Hagias, Co-Chairs,
The Coalition of Women’s Domestic Violence
Services of SA Inc

Adrian Pisarski, Executive Officer,
National Shelter

Donna Harden, Executive Director,
Don Dunstan Foundation

Digby Hughes, Acting CEO, Homelessness NSW
Dave Pugh, CEO, Anglicare NT
Joanna Siejka, CEO, Youth Network of Tasmania

Joanna Siejka, Chair,
National Youth Coalition for Housing

Toni Vine Bromley, Executive Officer, NT Shelter Inc.

Bryan Lipmann AM, CEO, Wintringham Housing
NTShelter @ Captain Jason Davies-Kildea, Manager Victoria Social
"""""" ShokerTAS Programme and Policy Unit, The Salvation Army
Women's Essential Julie Edwards, CEQ, Jesuit Social Services
John Blewonski, CEO, VincentCare
Cathy Humphrey, CEO, Sacred Heart Mission
wacoss Rev Ric Holland, CEO, Melbourne City Mission
e \DUNSTANFOUNDATION Samiro Douglas, CEO, WIRE Women's Information
"""""""": Belinda Jones, State Manager Housing and
@ BASAB Homel Anglicare T: Inc.
Carol Croce, Executive Officer,
he s Housing Fed of A i
A A ] Dr John Falzon, CEO, St Vincent de Paul Society,
NOVA L] National Council of Australi
TENANTS UNION Dr Michael Coffey, CEO, Yfoundations
BKISPRAGES Kelly Hansen, CEO, NOVA for Women & Children
national N
i} ACT Shelter  Jeff Fielder, Manager,
Shelter LiS.wlLiiUie Housing for the Aged Action Group Inc.

Jenny Smith, CEO, Council to Homeless People
Jo Swift, National CEO, Kids Under Cover

Craig Comrie, CEO ,
Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia

Craig Comrie, Chair, AYAC

Pattie Chugg, Executive Officer, Shelter Tasmania
Sharyn Potts, Executive Officer, Yarredi Services Inc
Dr Alice Clark, Executive Officer, Shelter SA

Jillian Ritherdon, Executive Director,
YWCA of Darwin Inc.

Mike Kelly, CEO, Time for Youth

Narelle Clay, AM, CEO, Southern Youth and
Family Services Assoc Inc
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Chantal Roberts, Executive Officer, Shelter WA

Dr Cassandra Goldie, CEO, ACOSS
Sandie de Wolf AM, CEO, Berry Street

Rosney Snell, CEO, Nunga MiMinar, Northern

Regional Aboriginal Family Violence Service

Nina Ulyett, Acting CEO, St. Bartholomew's House

Maryclare Machen, Executive Officer,

Eastern Domestic Violence Service Inc

Helen Dalley-Fisher, Manager,
Equality Rights Alliance

Rhonda Collins, Manager,
Latitude: Directions for Young People

Julie Oberin, CEO, Annie North Inc
Julie Oberin, National Chair, WESNET

Pauline Woodbridge, Co-ordinator, North
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Lindy Edwards, Co-ordinator,
Sera’s Women's Shelter Inc

Carolyn Kelshaw, Executive Director,
Baptist Care Australia

Emma Robertson, Executive Officer,
Youth Coalition of the ACT

Susan Helyar, Director,
ACT Council of Social Service

Marluce Silva Peters, Co-ordinator,
Doris Women'’s Refuge Inc

Pius Joseph, Operations Manager,
Multicultural Services Centre of WA

Meg Webb, Deputy CEO, TassCOSS

Dr Robyn Gregory, CEO, Women's Health West

Michael Moore, Chair,

Social Determinants of Health Alliance

Professor Heather Yeatman, President,

Public Health Association of Australia
Travis Gilbert, Executive Officer, ACT Shelter Inc
Pattie Chugg, Chair, Tasmanian Youth Housing

and Homelessness Group

Elizabeth Jewson, Executive Officer,
WRISC Family Violence Support
Karen Barnett, CEQ,

Port Phillip Housing Association
James Bennett, Policy and Liaison Officer,
Tenants Union of Victoria

Fiona McCormack, CEO,

Domestic Violence Victoria

Catherine Yeomans, CEQ, Mission Australia

mOc@ % ol

edvos
Nauonawoum
Coalition for Housing
P ¥~
c.g A

Australian Youth
Affairs Coalition

Service ﬁ; —\
v L encewrny
WESNET T
l,Ml'f::\'
osmanie
St Vincent de Paul Socicty
e warks
St Birtholomews Hoiise youlh network o Yosmonia
Recornecting ves.

baptist care

ausiralle
e Nordin
g‘t‘;lbm%[;ne .& 2 EqualityRights Alliance
LATITUDE.
Youth and
Family Services

i
H

%eher WA

Domestic
Violence
Victoria

£ LousING
ﬁ‘l CONNECT

—_—

TasCOSS



